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Advocating for fairer futures
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the Earth




Harnessing Alfor @
environmental
justice

Principles and practices to
guide climate justice and

digital rights campaigners
in the responsible use of Al
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Using ChatGPT for foresight: Futures
wheel

Christian Graham | Innovation Specialist
Friends of the Earth

How to use chatGPT to quickly produce
futures wheels— a key tool for futurists

Using ChatGPT for foresight: Scenario
Development

Christian Graham | innovation Specialist
Friends of the Earth

How to use ChatGPT to develop
compelling scenarios — another useful
tool in the futurist’s kit.




The bigger picture

The international context
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the Earth



e Al-Generated Disinformation
o Tactics Spotted Ahead Of
COP30
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intelligence) = s
Allikely to increase energy use and

accelerate climate misinformation -

NEW Al VIDEO TOOLS ARE FUELLING epod

v I 0 LE NT RAC ISM 0 N TI KTU K Claims that artificial Intelligence will help solve the climate
crisis are misguided, warns a coalition of environmental
groups

Videos of migrants being Killed and abused have racked up .

millions of views. Some users are even making money from Ofiver Milman

them ot
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Powering extraction

ENABLED EMISSIONS CAMPAIGN

Aligning advanced technology with climate science

ENABLED EMISSIONS
CAMPAIGN

Enabled emissions are the additional greenhouse gases released when
advanced technologies (Al, loT, and high-performance/cloud computing)
make fossil fuel production economically viable.

The Enabled Emissions Campaign works on one of the most
consequential and least examined dynamics in climate and technology —
building the research base, governance frameworks, and cross-sector
coalitions needed to address it.

Friends of
the Earth
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Supply chain of raw materials

Caobalt i used in

rechargeably fithium-icn impacts: destruction of "~ |
batteries. There are reports ecosistems, compactionof T -

of the use of child kabour the sea floor, and creation

and human rights abuses in of sadiment plumsas that

tha Congolese cobalt mines. disrupt aguatic life

More than 50,000 tonnes of e-waste, which
takes millennia to decompose, is sent to Africa
evary year. It ands up in informal dumps like
those in Agboghloshie, Ghana, where hazrardous
materials are burned, exposing people to toxic
fumes and radioactive elements

64% of e-waste sent to
recycling centres in Europe
is then shipped to Africa




In our global network

Uruguay

Grace
Livingstone in
Montevideo

« Share

Sign our petition here - Marwd| communities against Forest Carbon Project

© This article is more than 1 year old

It's pillage’: thirsty Uruguayans decry DATA CENTRES ARE BIG ENERGY AND WATER
Google’s plan to exploit water supply o O b e A

B Document Type Letter 35 thw

@ Programumes Dewiooment & Planning
Country suffering its worst drought in 74 years, with : 4 © s Urtaan Dwveloprment
government even mixing saltwater into drinking supply : ® Tage data, eleciricky, Johor, tec
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Friends of Get Involved Campaigns Latest About Us m

SUPPORT OUR WORK ON DATA
CENTRES

Make & donation to Friends of the Earth 10 support our campaigning and

activities, such as our work on data centres that are driving gas demand in
the wrong direction

A plan to build a Google data centre that will use millions of
day has sparked anger in Uruguay, which is suffering its won
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Resistance is growing

<Mijente MediaJustice=

TAKEBALCK TECH 3

Blog Post: Take Back Chack out photos from Ruovigit the Workshop
Tach with Joy and Take Back Tech 3 Summaries
Reasistance

THEA
RESIST LIST

[ [ Friends of
the Earth




What are some
alternatives?

Does it have to be all or nothing?

Friends of
the Earth



ENERGY CONSUMPTION CLIMATE BENEFIT CLAIMS

Projected energy consumption will be T3x higher for but the claims of Siimate beneiils cenfre almost
generative Al than fraditional Al in the year 20030 exclusively on tragitianal’ AJ
e Consumer 2 Consumer
Traditional Al AR Traditional Al Firvorm - B~
generative Al generative Al
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But there are useful applications

CornelllLab ﬁ’“‘
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%

Former DeepMind expert's
Al tool could help boost
National Grid ESO’s solar
forecasts

Merlin c E c I L from m m

T 1 articles Topics Learn Cur work About
% |
.Sustamablln-r f}&"m:u:u;t::?iq-m F“II FGCt AI
Abau Topaci w Publication Ex plasingsi w Mawii i Earmir .
Every day fact checkers around the world find,
G SR g e g s check and challenge false claims identified by Al

: : : _ enabled software produced by Full Fact.
Green and intelligent: the role of Al in the climate
transition
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Green Screen Coalition

— A catalyst in making visible the climate implications of
technology by supporting emerging on-the-ground work,
building networks, and embedding the issue area within

philanthropy

About Blog Catalyst Fund Library

JOINT STATEMENT
FROM CIVIL
SOCIETY FOR THE
AIACTION SUMMIT

We demand that Al systems
be made compatible with
our planetary boundaries

FAQ

Friends of
the Earth



A vision for Manchester?

g_ﬁg LONDON CLIMATE ACTION WEEK 2026 WHOWEARE ¥ WHATWEDO ¥ OURCITIES LATEST + @ SUBS{
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“The Global Urban Data Centres
Pact

A mayoral vision for a sustainable, affordable digital future

the Earth




Alternative visions

ReGen Al:
A New Deal for
the Al Economy

--------------------

Friends of
the Earth




‘Narrow purpose’ Al: choosing the right tool

The claim of a net ‘climate benefit’ from generalised “Al” is based on the

ACTICA
AGUENES

illogical false coupling of completely different technologies

D00O D
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A call to action

1.Find the common ground - don’t judge users.

2.Stay curious

3.Planet over profit. Focus on corporate power.

Friends of
the Earth
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Authored by Laura Hilliger and Doug Belshaw,
We Are Open Cooperative

In collaboration with Mary Stevens,
Friends of the Earth

Generously funded by
Green Screen Catalyst Fund

Friends of
the Earth


https://weareopen.coop/
https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/reports/harnessing-ai-environmental-justice

7 principles for responsible Al use

1.Curiosity around Al creates opportunities for better choices.
2.Transparency around usage, data, and algorithms builds trust.
3.Accountability Holding tech companies, governments, and each
other accountable leads to responsible action.

4.Including diverse voices strengthens decision-making around Al.
5.Sustainability in Al systems helps reduce environmental impact
and protect natural ecosystems.

6.Community collaboration in Al is key to planetary resilience.
7.Intersectionality: Advocating with an intersectional approach
supports humane Al.

Friends of
the Earth



