
This is NOT 
inevitable
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27 June 2026– Owen Espley



Spending 13 times as 
much in 5 years as 

the US highways 
systems which ran 

over budget and took 
more than 3 x 

decades to complete

Source: AI dreams crash into 
stark $7 trln reality | Reuters 

https://www.reuters.com/commentary/breakingviews/ai-dreams-crash-into-stark-7-trln-reality-2026-04-07/
https://www.reuters.com/commentary/breakingviews/ai-dreams-crash-into-stark-7-trln-reality-2026-04-07/
https://www.reuters.com/commentary/breakingviews/ai-dreams-crash-into-stark-7-trln-reality-2026-04-07/
https://www.reuters.com/commentary/breakingviews/ai-dreams-crash-into-stark-7-trln-reality-2026-04-07/








‘A typical AI-focused 
data centre consumes 
as much electricity as 
100,000 households’ 

- International Energy 
Agency

Data centres used as 
much electricity in 
2025 as the homes of,  
1.3 billion people, the 
population of Sub-
Saharan Africa, needs, 
for 2.6 years.

- United Nations 
University 





What 
about 

Netflix? 

Source: Data Collection – Big Tech Emissions + Energy – Ketan Josh



Global trends in 
internet traffic, 
data centres 
workloads and 
data centre 
energy use, 
2010-2020
Source: IEA



Source: The AI climate Hoax: Behind the curtain of How Big Tech Greenwashes Impacts, February 2026, Ketan Josh, Beyond Fossil 
Fuels and others



WATER 
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Contact us links

The End
Thank-you! 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/global-action-plan
https://www.linkedin.com/company/global-action-plan
https://www.instagram.com/globalactplan/
https://bsky.app/profile/globalactionplan.bsky.social
https://www.youtube.com/@GlobalActionPlanUK
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