
New UK Coal Mine ?
Whitehaven, Cumbria



Planning Consent 
granted by 

Michael Gove,

Secretary of State 
for Levelling Up, 

Housing and 
Communities 

8th December 
2022



Maggie Mason
Coordinator of SLACC’s coal mine campaign

Ex- minerals and waste planner at Cumbria County Council



SLACC
is based in Kendal, in 

South Lakeland

The new coal mine 
would be in 
Whitehaven

We are not the “local 
group”



Most of the 

coal West 

Cumbria 

Mining 

(WCM) want 

is offshore 

and NOT part 

of the 

planning 

application. 



The planning application boundary



2
Requests for 

Statutory 
Review filed at 

Manchester 
High Court

13th January 
2023. 

South Lakes Action 
on Climate Change

and
Friends of the Earth 





SLACC’s  
challenge 
is focused 

on the 
CLIMATE 
IMPACT

Gove says it is climate neutral” and 
supports UK’s climate ambitions. How?

Ignores the 220 million tonnes of CO2e from 
the USE of the coal.(Scope 3 emissions)

Says no global increase in coal production from 
the new mine (100% substitution)

Fails to address international impacts

Errors in law on scope 3 downstream 
emissions.

Unlawful disparity of treatment between the 
parties..



Consent to 
pursue the 
Statutory 
Review 

(or not) 

expected by 

1 March 2023. 

For more information see www.slacc.org.uk/campaigns/cumbria-coal-mine



Any Court 
Hearing could 

be delayed until 
after

June 2023.

when “Finch v 
Surrey CC” case 
to be heard in 
the Supreme 

Court



KEY 
FACTS. 

For more information see www.slacc.org.uk/campaigns/cumbria-coal-mine

Permission until 31 December 2049

2,790,000 tonnes per year to be produced from 
about 2029

Metallurgical coal : max 1.6% sulphur, average 1.4% 
over a year, limited useability in UK and EU 

180,000 tonnes per year for each of the two UK steel-
makers, i.e. max 13% of output to be used in UK

So does NOT reduce our coking coal imports much

UK Carbon Budgets require UK steel making to be 
almost net zero by 2035 . 

Recent press reports UK support to replace 3 of the 4 
UK blast furnaces with Electric Arc Furnaces.



What is 
the 

future 
for West 
Cumbria 
Mining?

Before coal is extracted they need:
• Coal Authority License
• Marine Management Authority 

Consent

• Could Labour block these?

Is it really viable to export from UK to 
the Asian market?

Do they have enough money or 
expertise to develop the site?

Can they get insurers?



www.slacc.org.uk/campaigns/cumbria-coal-mine
@slacctt

https://greenworld.org.uk/article/cumbria-coal-mine-what-happening-
now

http://www.slacc.org.uk/campaigns/cumbria-coal-mine
https://greenworld.org.uk/article/cumbria-coal-mine-what-happening-now
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