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For immediate release 

Saturday 25th August
As the all time record minimum for arctic sea ice is broken….*
Activists to stage ice-berg protest at Downing Street tomorrow, Sunday, 1.00 pm

Top ice-research scientist gives support …..and predicts ice free Arctic by 2015
When   tomorrow, Sunday 26th at 1.00 pm
Where: outside Downing Street.

Photo Opportunity: Activists will display a melting metre tall ice-berg sculpture outside Downing Street as they demand that Cameron take emergency action in response to the unfolding Arctic and Climate Emergency.
There is today less sea ice in the Arctic than there has been for thousands of years. The all time record minimum for arctic sea ice extent was  broken, yesterday, Friday 24th, according to NSIDC figures - after a precipitate rate of sea ice decline set in earlier this month (see here). Given that the actual minimum for this season is unlikely to be reached till mid September or possibly later then it becomes apparent how extraordinary this really is. It opens up the possibility that by the end of the season we will have broken the record by a considerable margin, and that the frightening prospect of a completely ice-free arctic is extremely imminent. 

Peter Wadhams, Professor of Ocean Physics and Head of the Polar Oceans Physics Group at Cambridge University who supports the Downing Street ‘Wake Up Call’ said
“For 40 years I have been measuring sea ice thickness in the Arctic from UK submarines. I first detected substantial thinning in 1990, and since the most recent submarine voyage in 2007 I have been warning that the combination of sea ice retreat and a massive amount of thinning will lead to the disappearance of the summer sea ice by as early as 2015. Despite the fact that this is a simple extrapolation of a clear and measured trend I have been vilified by scientific colleagues for making such a seemingly radical prediction. I am pleased to see these same colleagues now jumping on the bandwagon and supporting my prediction.
What is happening is that the Arctic is warming up 3-4 times as fast as the rest of the world. The sea ice grows less thick in winter, and melts more in summer, such that the entire ice cover is now on the point of collapse. The extra open water already created by the retreating ice allows bigger waves to be generated by storms, which are sweeping away the surviving ice. It is truly the case that it will be all gone by 2015. The consequences are enormous - a huge boost to global warming from two sources, the reduction in global albedo caused by the replacement of ice by open water, and an acceleration of methane release into the atmosphere as the warm open water causes seabed permafrost to melt.”
Phil Thornhill from the Campaign against Climate Change said 

“The world is poised on the brink of a tragedy of unimaginable scale and yet none of our leaders seems to be so much as blinking an eyelid in response. We need emergency action that is many times more ambitious than anything so far planned or even considered. The Prime Minister has minimal influence on the politics of the US that is rapidly being overwhelmed by a dark age voodoo denialism that rejects not only the science but also plainly visible reality. But he can take emergency action here in the UK along the lines, for instance, outlined in parliamentary Early Day Motion 303.  Future generations will not forgive him for ignoring the signs that Nature has so plainly given to him.”

Notes
*The figure for arctic sea ice extent for Friday 24th August was given today by the US National Snow and Ice Data Centre as 4.0892 million Km2   See here. The record minimum from 16th September 2007 was 4.13 million Km2
For the role of arctic warming in  creating extreme weather events and the knock on effect on the global food crisis see here, and follow the relevant links.
For the US National Snow and Ice Data Centre report see here and for daily ice extent figures see here.

For methane release from permafrost and ocean bed clathrates see for instance here and for the views of the  “Arctic Methane Emergency Group” see here. 
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